THE  TRAGEDY OF JtAMSAr MACIXWALD
Darwin, Huxley, and Tyndall. He fought hard against the
acceptance of the principle of organic evolution, and this
obscurantist attitude, with his all too zealous championship of
an outworn theology, loci Finally to disaster, lie lost hope in
his task, gave way to despair, and ended a useful and strenuous
life in suicide.
Miller's great masterpiece can never die and with his other
work remains a great record of a remarkable lift*. The last
words of his introduction to his great work arc significant.
< My aims have, I trust, been honest: ones ; and should I
in any degree succeed in rousing the humbler classes to the
important work of self-culture and self-government, and in
convincing the higher that there are instances in which work-
ing men have at least as legitimate a claim to their respect
as to their pity, I shall not deem the ordinary penalties of
the autobiographor a price too high for the accomplishment
of ends so important/
There is every evidence that books played u prominent
part in the life of young MacDonaltL He was an enthusiastic
and omnivorous reader*
61 was not,5 he says, c one of those fortunates who could
steal to some quiet corner where there were*, wonderful books,
and live in a beautiful or romantic world all by myself. A
great three-volumecl Brown's Bible in sheep-skin* a huge
Life of Christy which I could not lift, but whose back in green
polished leather always attracted me, some collections of
sermons and a few books bound in black on theology and
Church history, a volume or two of the classics in their
original, and some tattered odds and ends, were ail I
inherited by way of books.
c In the neighbouring city there were booksellers' shops,
and thither I used to hasten to linger at their windows, My
beginnings in general reading were made standing there,
stealing from the pages of books exposed to view what delight
they could give me* I used to walk ten miles on Saturdays
to do this. When, I was a proud possessor of a penny, it was
not even to the booksellers I went, however, Their prices*
even at the lowest, were not for me. There was a pawnbroker
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